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bamboo stick is placed upright on the head of tin corpse. On the surface of the filled-in grave an oblom space is cleared, with the bamboo in the centre. Tin bamboo is then removed, and water poured through tin hole left by it, and a lingam made, and placed over th
opening.
At Malayanur a ceremony called mayana or smasan kollai (looting the burning-ground) is performed. Th village of Malayanur is famous for its Ankalamma temple, and, during the festival which takes plac immediately after the Sivaratri, some thousands c; people congregate at the temple, which is near th burning-ground. In front of the stone idol is a larg ant-hill, on which two copper idols are placed, and a bras vessel, called korakkudai, is placed at the base of th hill, to receive the various votive offerings. Early i: the day, the pujari (a Sembadavan) goes to a tank, an brings a decorated pot, called pungkaragam, to th temple. Offerings are made to a new pot, and, aftcr sheep has been sacrificed, the pot is filled with water, an carried on the head of the pujari, who shows sign of possession by the deity, through the streets of th village to the temple, dancing wildly, and never touchin the pot with his hands. It is believed that the pc remains on the head, without falling, through the inlluenc of the goddess. When the temple is reached, anothc pujari takes up a framework, to which are tied a hea made of rice flour, with three faces coloured whit< black and red, representing the head of Brahma whic was cut off by Siva, and a pot with three faces on i The eyes of the flour figure are represented by hen' eggs. The pot is placed beneath the head. Carry in the framework, and accompanied by music, the puja goes in procession to the burning-ground, and, aftc